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   Summery 

   During the first dekad of December 2018, it was observed that the Bega season dry, sunny and 

windy conditions have prevailed in most part of the country. This condition might have a 

positive impact for harvest and post harvest activities in Meher growing areas, where crops were 

fully matured.  While in some high land areas of the countries especially over northern, central 

and eastern the minimum temperature was observed in night and midnight time. This situation 

might have not highly a negative impact on animals, perennial plants.  However in moderately 

dry to humid moisture condition was observed over some areas of south and south western parts 

of the country. This situation has a good condition for perennial plants, pastoral and agro pastoral 

areas might improve pasture. 

During the second dekad of December 2018 the observed dry, sunny and windy weather 

accompanied with night and early morning extreme cooling condition prevailed over most parts 

of the country. Besides, the observed dry Bega weather condition could favor the ongoing post-

harvest activities in most parts of Meher growing area. Which harvest and post-harvest activities 

were under way in much of the country. On the other hand, the decrease in extreme minimum 

temperature over the northern, central, north eastern and eastern frost prone highland areas of the 

country recorded below 5 
0

C in some days. According to the meteorological station report, 

regarding minimum air temperature, Alemaya, Bati,  Debre birhan, wegel tena,  Buei, Shola 

gebya, Bale robe and Mehal meda  recorded extreme minimum temperature 0.0, 1.3, 1.4, 3.0, 

3.0, 3.2, 3.5 and 3.2 
0

C respectively. This condition could have slightly negatively impact on  

Fruits and vegetables grown under irrigation, perennial plants and normal growth and 

development of animals and its product. On the other hand the observed few rainfall over parts 
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of western and southern Oromia Gambela and SNNPR could have a significant contribution for 

perennial plants and the availability of pasture and drinking water.  

 

 

  

Fig 1: Rainfall distribution in mm (11-20 December, 2018) 

 WEATHER ASSESSMENT  

1.1. RAINFALL AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION 

   During second dekad of December 2018 first dekad pocket area of north and south Gonder, 

Gojam, Bahirdar, Agew-Awi, Illubabur, Gambela zone 1 and 2, Sheka, Godere and Jimma 

received 5-25mm of rainfall. The rest parts of the country exhibited 0-5 amount of rainfall.  
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Figure 2:  Percent of normal rainfall distribution (11-20 December 2018) 

Explanatory notes for the legend:  

         < 50 -- Much below normal  

            50—75% -- below normal  

            75—125% --- Normal  

       >125% ---- Above normal 

RAINFALL ANOMALIEIES 

Tip area of west, east and central Tigray, north & south Gonder, Bahirdar, west and east 

Gojam , Agew-Awi, Illubabur, Gambela zone 1, 2 & 3 , Sheka, Godere and Bench Maji  have 

exhibited normal to above normal amount of rainfall.  The rest parts of country exhibited 

below to much below normal rainfall. 
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During the second dekad of December 2018 the observed dry, sunny and windy weather 

accompanied with night and early morning extreme cooling condition prevailed over most parts 

of the country. Besides, the observed dry Bega weather condition could favor the ongoing post-

harvest activities in most parts of Meher growing area. Which harvest and post-harvest activities 

were under way in much of the country. On the other hand, the decrease in extreme minimum 

temperature over the northern, central, north eastern and eastern frost prone highland areas of the 

country recorded below 5 
0

C in some days. According to the meteorological station report, 

regarding minimum air temperature, Alemaya, Bati,  Debre birhan, wegel tena,  Buei, Shola 

gebya, Bale robe and Mehal meda  recorded extreme minimum temperature 0.0, 1.3, 1.4, 3.0, 

3.0, 3.2, 3.5 and 3.2 
0

C respectively. This condition could have negatively affected Fruits and 

vegetables grown under irrigation, perennial plants and normal growth and development of 

animals and its product. On the other hand the observed few rainfall over parts of western and 

southern Oromia Gambela and SNNPR could have a significant contribution for perennial plants 

and the availability of pasture and drinking water.  

 

        Figure 3: Moisture Status for (11-20, December, 2018) 
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During the second dekad of December 2018, only pocket areas of Sheka have experienced 

humid to moist moisture condition. The rest part of the country has received moderately dry 

to very dry moisture condition. 

2.2 EXPECTED WEATHER IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE DURING THE COMING 

DEKAD 

 According to the weather forecast in the coming third dekad of December 2018 dry, sunny and 

windy Bega weather expected on most part of the country. This dry situation would favor current 

season’s agricultural activities like harvest and post harvest activities in areas where crops are 

ready to harvest.  On the other hand, the expected decreasing extreme minimum temperature 

over some frost prone highland areas of the country would have slightly negative impact on 

Fruits and vegetables grown under irrigation, perennial plants and productivity of animals. 

Therefore, farmers should be given proper attention for those frost prone sensitive high land 

areas. Moreover, the expected few moisture over central, eastern and north eastern parts of the 

country would favor perennial plants and the availability of pasture and drinking water. However 

as we have mentioned above those areas which is under harvest and post harvest activities the 

expected moisture in some places may have negatively affected. 

 

 

 


